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Dear Sir: 

The references cited on attached form PTO/SB/08 A are being called to the 
attention of the Examiner. Copies of the references are enclosed. 

It is respectfully requested that the cited references be expressly considered 
during the prosecution of this application, and the references be made of record therein and 
appear among the "references cited*' on any patent to issue therefrom. 

Applicants would also like to bring to the attention of the Examiner the following 
related, co-pending application, a copy of which is attached as Appendix A: 
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Michael J. Tiemey, et al. 


09/929,826 


August 13,2001 
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Michael J. Tiemey, et al. 
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Applicants respectfully request consideration of this application and further request the serial 
number to appear among the "references cited" on any patent to issue from the present 



As provided for by 37 CFR 1.97(g) and (h), no inference should be made that the 



information and references cited are prior art merely because they are in this statement and no 
representation is being made that a search has been conducted or that this statement encompasses 
all the possible relevant information. 



This IDS is being filed along with a Request for Continued Examination. Please 



charge the IDS fee of $180 to Deposit Account No. 20-1430. Please deduct any additional fees 
from, or credit any overpayment to, the above-noted Deposit Account. 
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Cite 
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AA 


US-4.386,933 


06/07/1983 


Sanchez 






AB 


US-4.456,960 


06/26/1984 


Wakai 






AC 


US-5, 155,693 


10/13/1992 


Altmayer et al. 
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US-5,337,732 


08/16/1994 


Grundfest et al. 






AE 


US-5,624,398 


04/29/1997 


Smith et al. 






AF 


US-5,631,973 


05/20/1997 


Green 






AG 


US-5,695,501 


12/09/1997 


Carol et al. 






AH 


US-5,797,900 


08/25/1998 


Madhani et at. 






Al 


US-5,807,377 


09/15/1998 


Madhani et al. 






AJ 
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10/06/1998 


Jensen 






AK 


US-5,855,583 
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Wang et al. 






AL 


US-5,876,325 


03/02/1999 


Mizuno et al 
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US-5,878,193 


03/02/1999 


Wang et al 






AN 


US-5.976.122 


11/02/1999 


Madhani et al. 






AO 


US-6,151,981 


11/28/2000 


Costa 






AP 


US-6,246,200 B1 


06/12/2001 


Blumenkranz et al. 






AQ 


US-6,346,072 B1 


02/12/2002 


Cooper 






AR 


US-6,424.885 B1 


07/23/2002 


Niemeyer et al. 






AS 


US-6,491,701 B2 


12/10/2002 


Tierney et al. 
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AT 


PCT WO 00/33755 


06/15/2000 


Intuitive Surgical, 
Inc. 




□ 




AU 


PCI WO 98/25666 


06/18/1998 


Intuitive Surgical, 
Inc. 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ' Kind Codes of U.S. 
Patent Documents at www.uspto.oov or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-ietter code {WlPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese 
patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^ Kind of document by the 
appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ' Applicant Is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 
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